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EZ Here is no King nor Prince in theWorld, known' " 
wE] by experience, or upon Record; that hath ſuch 41.4 
SS means to ſupport their Splendour and Greatneſs” 4 
= as his Majeſty of ret Brie ajn,nortias anyColtt- £2 

8 try orNation ſuc f variety 6f m_ Commodities = 
Wh within it ſelf, and in ſuch abundance, as hith'the 

| Kingdom of England, which are ſaid by ſome to 
1 Hundred Native Commodities, which produceth a, Thouſand "4 
oF- Manufitures ; So thatif thoſe advamages were duly itti-+ 1 
- A provedg 
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proved, England might be a general Mart for the whole World, 
and then by conſequence be the glory thereof. That thoſe advanta. 

es are not improved is too to0 obyious to all that look into it, by 
be ſore complaints that are frequently made of the yu poverty 
and decay thereof, and indeed (which is worſt of ) by that ge- 
neral deſperation of ſpirit which will not put forth a band to help 
ſupport, or prevent the total deſolation of our Country, upon a 
prepoſſelt opinion, that all endeavours will be rendred fruitleG 
and abortive. | 

The conſideration whereof hath greatly prompted me(who muſt 
confeſs my ſelf the meaneſt of Thouſands more concerned) to uſe 
the utmoſt of my little «kill,and unwearied diligence (though bur 
as the Womans nite tothe right management of ſo great an u& 
dertaFrig”, tha theghregned ruine of all may be prevented, an 
(af poſi; He park of what: is lot may be recs 
And whereas many have taken in hand to ſet forth theſe things, 
fome treating of one thing, and other of another, which if all 
was colle&ed and harmonized, it might very much conduce tothe 
promoting of this weight affair; of fo publiek-a value : I ſhelt 
confine: fy: (elf! $0-tho T hingk only, whereof\Ihave had not only 
credible information, but a.conſiderable(;houghra ſad)experimen- 
tal knowledge; and in a more particular and eſpecial manger thac 
of Wok, "and" 9f its Manufacture -and' 'Corfſfeqtences, which a- 
mongit many, 15 the Richeſt Treaſure ir his Majeſties Dominions, 
the flower, ſtrength, and ſinews of this Nation ;- a Land uniti 
the People into Societies, for ther own Utlity ; it is the Milk a 
Honey to the Grazier and Conntry Farmer ; the Gold and Spices 
of the Exit and Weſt #n445 to che Mercham.and Citizens, the 
continued ſupply of Bread to the Poor : and in a word,the Exch& 
quer gf wealth, and ſtaple of proxeftion- ro thee whole, both'Þ 
broad and at home ; and therefore of full meririto be had in p 
petual remembrance, detencg,ayd encouragement for the moſt a 
VAntageous inprovemert rhereof. | 


The Wools vi England(petore it was manufactured within it ſelf 4 


have 'ever been of great | account arid eſteem abroad, ſufficiently 
teſtified unto, by the. great. amity, which ir begat, and for many 
Hundred Years (invioladly) maintained, berween the King of £ng-! 


land and Dukes of-B urgnndy; ohly; for ihe great-benefiitbar(fron, 
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that Commodity ) did accrew to that inſomuch that.4he 
Engliſh Wools,they recciv'd at 6 4.per Pound, they returned agai 
(through their-induſtrious manufacture thereof) in Cloth,at 10 s, 
r Yard,, to the great inriching of ;that, State, both in the ad- 
vancement of the Revenues of their Soveraign, and in a full em; 
proment (thereby) contigued among the People ; whereby the 
erchants of this Nation were occaſioned, ( as a People unwil- 
ling to be wholly diſpriviledged of ſo great a benefit) x0 tranſporz 
themſelves (with their Families (in great numbers) into Flanders, 
from whence they held a conſtant Commerce with moſt parts of 
the World ;. this continued without intermiſlion, between Eng- 
land and Burgundy, until King Edward the 3d. made his mighty 
Conquelts over France,& Scotland, and as a fuitable improvement 
of ſo great a mercy, did wiſely projet, and alſo accompliſh the 
manufacture of Wools within the Bowels of this Kingdom, to the 
pint inriching of his own People, and alſo to the Peopling- of 
is new Couquered Dominions ; the memory of whoſe wiſdome 
and care for his People, is worthy to be had in remembrance by 
Engl:ſh Men, unto the Worlds end. 
he faid King having thus ſetled the manufafture of Wools 
within the Kingdom of England, confined it by. a penal Statute, 
which ( at, firſt ) reached not only to Goods, Fj; Barn and Lang, 
but alſo ro Members, and Life it ſelf z but in a ſhort time repealed 
he two latter thereof, continuing the other in its full force to re- 
Main to future Generations : which exceeding great advantage to 
the proſperity of the Engliſh Trade, hath now continued theſe 
;ThreeHundred Years,by the vigilancy of the Kingdoms Monarchs, 
and the proteQtion of its Laws, in the continued careful execution 
thereof upon offenders, with-more than a little diligence to pro- 
vide againſt the thirſting deſires of Foreiners to wreſt this Na- 
tive priviledge ( of ſo great a moment) out of Engl:ſh hands, 
which by the providence of God (through the great care of our 
Anceſtors) bas been (for many Ages) enjayed ye Nation, as 
»*K is indeed irs proper right : But ſoit is, that {for ſome years pat) 
the diligence of Foreiners, to enrich- themſelves upon us, has 
ſo much exceeded our care to preſerve our ſelves, that it's now 


'F; come to, if not beyond a nn, Who have the greateſt benefit 


_of the manufaure of Englib Wools, they who have no right un- 
.ty ix, or they to whom of right ir doth belong ? a 
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That this is indeed ſo, will appear, by conſidering that not only 
Holland, Flanders, and Zealand have long ſucked the ſweetneſs of 
the ſinews of our Trade ; bur France is likewiſe learning to be 
r00 hard for us, as is manifeſt by the great quantities of Wooks, 
that (of late years) have been tranſported from England and Ire. 
landthither 3 how injurious it muſt be to us,is alſo unqueſtionable, 
if we conſider the conſequence thereof, which was (without que. 
tion) much in the Eye of onr Anceſtors, as appeares by what is 
above hinted in Edward the 34s time, and in feveral Kings Reigns 
fince. 

Every Pack of Wool ſent to France,doth prevent us (nor only) 
of the benefit of the manufafture thereof, but of two Packs more 
beſide> it ſelf, viz. Thus, it being combing, and combed Wool 
(for the mok part) exported thither, the French(having no Wook 
of their own, bur ſuch as are very courſe) are not able to make 
Cloth, or fine Stuff, without the conjunion of ours therewithallz 
there being none (to my beſt information) fit for that purpoſe in 
all the World, bur ours _ all other being likewiſe courſe, but 
Spaniſh, and that much roo fine ( eſpecially for Worked Stufts,and 
not in any wiſe fit tor combing ; ſo that without Engbſh or Iriſh 
Wools there can be no fine Worſted Stuffs, nor a nuddle ſort of 
Cloth made, in the whole World ; neither wilt any Wools be well 
mixed together, but Engliſh and Sp. niſh,(only for Cloth) becauſe 
the S v4 iy with the Engliſh of one nature, being formerly 
Exgliſh Sheep, though now much finer, from the alteration of the 
Climate, and the nature of the Land whereon ir is fed, as by good 
experience appeareth here in England, both neer, and at a farther 
diltance. 

Wherefore the exportation of Engl-ſh Wools into France muſt 
of neceſliry be greatly prejudicial ro chis Nation, on only in the 
quantity ſent over, but alſo inthe advantage which is thereby gi- 
ven them to manufaRture a double portion of their own Wool, 
(which formerly was hittle worth) into fuch commodiries,as ſpoyls 
us of the a vantage of our proper Trade, not only thither, bar 
alſo into other parts, v:z; in theſe three reſpects. 

Firſt, The combed'of the Engl:ſh Wool makes Wooffe for the 
Warpes of the French Wool, and io takes up (it may be) as mueh 
as the quantity above ſpecified, ro every Pack of Engl:[b wen 
wWiHn- 


(5) 
without which, they can (only) with their Wool make Rugs, and 
at the beſt, Cloth for Sea-men, and the like. 

2dly. Their combings or pinnions, viz, the ſhort Wool that's 
combed out of the Worlted, ſerves for their Linnen warp to make 
fome of their Druggers, becauſe their Linnen being fine ſpun, and 
coloured, is not diſcernable to all Perſons, to be that we-call Linſie 
Woolſs-. , 

—. The fineft ſhort Engliſh Wool is mixed with the loweſt of 
Spaniſh Wool,called ſhort Wool, tor ſome of their beſt Druggets, 
that is woove for Worſted Chanies, and alſo for a middle ſort of 
Broad-cloth,abour 10 5. or 12 5. per Yard. This is the cauſe(T judg) 
that ſhort Spaniſh Wool is fo ſcarce here in England, 

Now if we conlider theſe things together, the dammage of the 
exporting of this one Pack from Englandto France,at about 10 l. 
or 12 |, eros «TT the manufauring of two Packs more 
in England, which would be worth one 1001. England: loſs ( in 
the whole ) by the exportation of a Pack of Wool, is little lefs 
than gol. in its firſt exportation, moreover conſider ng the Cuſtom 
paid when exported (if manufaRtured in England ) with the Frait 
and Cuſtom where it is imported ; the produt of all theſe char- 
ges augmenting the 1001, when fold there, laid out in another 
commodity beyond Sea, the Cuſtom whereof being paid there, 
with Frait and Cuſtom (when imported) in England, it's much, if 
it do not more than-double the firſt principal. 

Now, if it be ſo,that the exportation of one Pack-of Enghſb wool, 
exported at 10 /. or +21, be neer 2001, dammage to the King and 
Kingdom in general,is the-conſequence, what will be the loſs in the 
exporting of 10. or 15 Thouſand Packs into France (in two Years 
time) is eaſily accounted (by ſuch) as are concerned in the affaires : 
And although this evil is almoſt incredible to —_— it is t00 
manifeſt, to ſuch as have made _— their buſineſs to look 
into it ; and not only ſ@, but theſe further inconveniences mult 
(by this means) ariſe upon us. 

Firſt, The ſpoyling of our Trade with Fraxce in all ourWoollen 
manufaQtures, as doth already appear, by the Impoſt pur upon the 
fame, there, from 20. to 40. per Cent, ſince 1o- great quantitie 
of our VYools is :xported thuther, whereunto woful experience 


may be a ſufficient witneſs, 4 a 
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And ſecondly, In time it will capacitate the French, as well as 
the Datch, ( it not much better) ro under-ſcll our Engliſh Mer- 
chants, in Forrein Parts, uy (poſlibly) in our own Country, (to 
this, I ſhall only mention the words of a Merchant in Flanders, 
by Letter to another here,treating on this matter thus, We Engliſh 
have our throats cut, with our own Weapons, Wondermy at the it ups 
dity of the Engliſh bere, that they ſhould fo long omit, to poſſeſs the 
Kmg's Majeſty with this deplorable and dangerous Caſe, w reſpett 
to the preſent and future inconveniences thereof, ) by realon where. 
of (as in time the French will not only prevent our Engliſh, wool- 
len manufaRures, to be ſold in France (as before niinded) and alſo 
in other Forrein Parts, but alſo bring theirs into England, and ell 
them for four times the value here,to the great inriching of trhem- 
ſelves, and to the impoveriſhing of the Englzſh, only by new fan- 
taſtick fopperies;for which the Engliſh pay not leſs than ſome hun- 
dred thoulands in a year, to get themſelves into the French mode, 
So much (indeed) have we been deceived (in this matter) to our 
ſhame, as well as ta our apparent lols, that whereas ( in tune of 
the late War) with the Dutch and Frezch, thole French Druggets 
' were thereby much prevented, many Engliſh {triped broad-cloths 
rent through into three parts (about 10 5. per Yard, price) being 
put into the form of French Druggets, were ſold in each part at 
$ 5, per Yard; and ſo (inthe whole) came to 11. 4 5. per Yard, 
So likewiſe it 1s certainly true, that many of thoſe Druggets made 
here in England goe for French, and in order thereaunto, directed 
to French Men in ſome of our Southern parts, have from thence 
been conveighed unto Loudon (and there fold for French Goods) 
to have coloured the buſineſs with the Cultom-houle Officers, to 
ſave the Cuſtom of French Druggets, And this continued long, 
before the cheat could be diſcovered ; but being once found out 
by the Clothier, (who could not (to his own private advantage ) 
conceal ſuch an apparent injury to his Country, it was ſoon pre- 
vented: whereby we may come to fee (with clearneſs) the advan- 
"tage, that that People makes upon our Ex;liſb faniies, by over- 
(ellis us in the ſame kind of commodities, that they make out of 
our Engliſh Wools, joyned ( as before minded) with their own ; 
having allo an advantage thereunto, by the cheapneſs ot the ma* 
nufactures thereof, beyond what we can do (the French being 
very 
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very populons,and living harder than we can in England; as is evi» 
dent by their Linnens, that Paying Fraight and Cultom with profit 
to the Merchant, yet can be afforded cheaper than can be made 
in England, 

Bus (© it is, that the advantage we give them, belides, in the 
mixture ot our Wook with theirs, 1s ſuch, that whereas their 
Wool of it fclf, is not worth above 41. per Pack, being mixed 
with ours>becomes fo tt for Worlted-'tuttes, as that it comes to 
be worth no leis than-12 {. per Pack, So that all choſe things con- 
ſufered, un becomes obvious to every Eye, (that doth not(wilfully) 
doſe it ſelf ) chat the exportation of Wool trom England and Ire- 
land is of a dangerous and deſtruftive nature to the very being of 
the Trade of this Kingdom. Whatever objeRions have been made 
(with reſpe& to the Graziers preſent advantage) thereunto, whoſe 
loſs may potlibly be ſuppoſed (by-prohibiting exportation ) to be 
about 205, inevery Pack of Wool that's ſo exported : In anſwer 
whereunto, I have this to ſay, That though it may be granted, it 
will be' ſo tor a time in this one particular commodity, yet ſuch 
will (thereby) be the ſpoyl of the general Trade of the Nation, 
that. what is gotrenin one, will be loſt in every other commodity, 
as Corn, Brets, and Muttons, on cach of which, with the Wools 
the Farmers and Graziers advantage doth much more than equally 
depend , belies the incvnable danger of the ruine of our Trade, 
add ſo conſequently the {tarving of our Poor, without fome ex- 
traordinary means 10r thear ſupport ; who while the priviledge of 
our Trade 1s kept inviolate with other Nations, we have money 
plemtifully jay ray for the advancement of the Farmers and the 
Graziers; tor that is that which chiefly advanceth the Grazier and 
Farmer, which is Fleth and Corn, and not the quantity of Wool, 
a5 atterwards will more tully appear. 

And it hath always been obterved (in former and latter times) 
hitherto, that when the Clorhiers have had the beſt Trade at Lon-- 
&n, the Farmer did not. loole his ſhare in the advantage thereof 
in the Country , according to the diſpoie of providence,who harh 
ordered Nations, but more eſpecially the People of every Nation, 
(in matters of this kind) to depend upon each other, and ſo to riſe 
or fall rogether, ax they are deligned to mercy, or to judgment, by 
the hand of God. Theſe things confidered, with a little delibe- 


ration, 
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ration, it will manifeſtly appear, that the exporting of onr Eng- 
liſh Wool, will not only prove the ſpoyl of our Merchants and 

lothiers Trade, and ſo conſequently expoſe the Poor to deſpe- 
rate ſtraits for ſubſiſtence, but (in ſhort time) muſt of neceſliry 
make the Country-mens imployments (of every kind ) to come 
to little, and ſo make them uncapable of paying Rent, 

For, if it be ſo, that while we have bur a little Trade, we can 
hardly live one by another, What may be expected, if our Trade 
ſhould be taken away ? which is now more in danger (by the 
French ) than it hath been theſe 300. Years paſt--- And then we 
may conſider, what the __ of Wool may be in England, when 
we by our remiſneſs ſhall loſe our Trade, by the $kill and circum- 
venting prattices of Foreiners, and we py forwards for a 
ſuppoſed profit ; For there was not more art and $kill in our An- 
ceſtors, to bring home the work at firſt ro the Wool, and prohi- 
biting the exportation thereof, and ſetling the manutaRturing in 
England, than is now to export the materials thereof unmanu- 
factured. The neceſſary conſequence will be to bring the Price of 
Wool (as it was 300. Years agon, when molt was exported) to 
6 4, per Pound, as appears in a little Piece, called, The Golden 
Fleece, written by W, S$, Gent.) inthe Year,”$6. although the 
Cloth made in Flanders of our Wools, at 6 4. per Pound, was 


then ſold here in England at 10 5, per Yard, when at this Day the 


Cloth made in England of Wool,worth 12 d. per Pound will hard- 
ly yield 7 5. per Yard, which is above 30. per Cent. worſe to the 
Engliſh Trade now, than it was to the Flemmeings formerly, 

And though for the preſent, the price of Wool be rilen by its 
exportation, yet if the | ww lately exported (being no leſs than 
20. Thouſand Packs ) had been kept in England, the quantity ( if 
not with 10. Thouſand Packs more) would in time have been ex- 
porte4 in the particular manufaftures. For if the Wool was not 
exported to thoſe places beyond the Seas, there ro be manufactu- 
red, they muſt of neceſſity have our Woollen manufaQture, and 
then could not have thoſe advantages (as before hinted) by our 
VVools, to improve the French wool, and ſhort Spaniſh wool, and 
their fine-ſpun Linnens. 

By all which, it is ſo obyious, that in time to come, the VVools 
in England would be much cheaper, becauſe by the aforeſaid 
means 


© 
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means, lefs Wool would be uſed in England, and befides that which 
would be uſed, the manufature would be fo low,tbat it could not 
bear up ary price (as is begun already in France, and will fudden- 
ly follow in England) for it is generally reported, that Wool 1s 
as cheap in France at this Day, as it is in ſome parts where it is u- 
ſed in England, And if it be ſo now, what in reaſon can be ex- 
peed, as the effets of theſe two things ? viz, The firſt, when the 
great quantity that is lately exported to Franct, with thoſe three 
additions beiore hinted, that the 20, Thouſand Packs helps to 
work out, and eſpecially moſt making VVorſted Stuffs, which 
poes as far by that means, as 40. Thouſand Packs of Wool would 
if uſed in England, - becauſe it would be made more into ſubſtan- 
tial Cloaths, which conſumes more Wool, than thoſe” light and 
thin Stuffes 40: which is a ſufficient Anſwer to that Objecion,that 
the great quantity of aftiy commodiy, that is exported, muſt be of 
ſcarcity,, and ſo conſequently raiſe the price ; which 1 muſt con- 
fels, if it was a conſumptive commodiry, but it is quite contrary 
in this, For as our experience is, when the VVoo! was all aſed in 
En4land, {or very little exported) then it was 18 4, per Pound, 
thd when all, or the greateſt part was exported, it wasat 6 4, per 
Pound, . A 

' The wife Man faith, What i, bath been, and, what bath been, 
may ve 494in ;, and fo no new thing. - 

{ (hall conclude with a ſhort review of the Graziers and Farm- 
er» preſent loſs : In the $reatcſt Commodity , which pays his Rent, 
as was ſormerly hinted. Suppoſe, through want of Trade, Mut- 
ton be ſold but at 6 d. per Quarter (which is bur little) being 2 5, 
per Sheep 3 and there. being tome Sheep that one 100. will but pro- 
guce a Pack of Wool (though ſome leſs) that comes to 10 /, which 
is the worth of the Pack of Wool, (and ſo proportionably as to 
beets) whighis wholly loſt ro the Grazier, 


And for the Corn (as1 ſuppoſe ) there may be about 50 /-. 


worth, ( as far as I can judge in my travels, ro One Hundred 
$þ« >p throughout the Nation, which for want of a Trade, it may 
+ © (ax ſome ſeaſans) come to Thirty or Forty at moſt, and if a 
v4 Traile, 'it may be worth Sixty or Seventy : By which means 
'Vy ay be demonſtrated, how the Farmers come to be im- 
ſhed. 


B The 
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The advantage of the Tenant conſiſts in the advance of the 
gon Commodity that pays bis Rent, which is not in Wool, 

ur in Corn ; and it is a neeeffary conſequence; that there being 
ſo many Thouſand Families depending upon the Cloathing Trade, 
which (as before hinted) was inſtrumental ro adyance the price of 
Corn, thar where-ever Trade is, there People are moſt populous, 
and when thoſe Perſons are deprived of their Trade, depend- 
ing wholly upon tt, they muſt unayoidably come to the Pariſhes ; 
which is in many Places begun already, and Daily increaling , 
and feared in time will ſo increaſe, that the Poor will be expeCting 
more than there will-be to contribute ro-rhem. And as fr de 
in. many Country Pariſhes Ten that live on the Trade, for One 
that can live of himſelf. VVhat will become of thoſe Pariſhes, 
when the Trade is gone? Sv that it may eaſily be concluded that 
the Farmers loſs for want of Trade is four-fold greater than the 
Pack of VVool, bythe lowneſs of the price of Corn, And this 
is the true reaſon : for thoſe Perſons that formerly, when there 
was a Trade, could lay out Ten Shillings in Corn, have now but 
Frue Shillings, which being multiplyed by Hundreds of Thou- 
fands in the Nation, it will be no difficult point to ſee which way 
the Grazier and Farmer come to be undone, and ſo are forced to 
give up their Lands into- their Landlords hands : Por it is not fo 
much the ſuper-abounding Crops that leflens the price of Corn, 
but the want of Money. For I have known as much Corn grow 
Yearly, formerly, as is now, ( when Trade was good) to be 
20, Or 30, per Cent, dearer than now. 
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Ince the foregoing papers were printed , I metwith an 
Objection againſt what was aſſerted page the 4th. (viz.) 
The French haying that advantage of our Engliſh Wool, 
to help work up theirs being worſer ; and likewriſe, that 
according to my beſt Information, there was none fit for 
ſuch purpoſes in all the world, (viz,) for fine Worſteds, 
or a middle fort of Cloath , but Engliſh and Triſh (which is all 
one ; ) The Objection were ,that there was Wools in moſt parts 
of the world; therefore why not proper for thoſe purpoſes ? 
Anſwer, that there is Wools was never gainſaid., but that there 
is ſuch Wool for fineneſs and ſubſtance in all the world-, except 
Spaniſh, T cannot as yet ever receive , ( as before I hinted) any 
ſatisfatory accompt. For the better ſatisfaction of the Reader, I 
ſhall give Cing account of the natures of Wools in England, bur 
firlt of Spaniſh Wools : They are+the fineſt in all the world for 
Cloath, bur not ſo fit for Worſted, —_——_ fhne and ſhorr, and 
thoſe Wools alſo are one in nature with our E nglſh , beingar 
firſt from Sheep that were &nghiſh Tranſported thitherz an4 
though that be much finer by reaſon of the Climate, yer is it ſtill 
one in naturez next to it is Lempſter Wool, almoſt as fine as 
Spaniſh z, then next part of Shropſhire and Srafford-ſhire, part of 
Glocefter- ſhire, Wilts, Dorſet, Hampſhire, part of Sufſex,and 
part of Kent, Summerſet, Devon, and Cornwall , moſt part for 
Cloath, ſome ſmall parts for Worſteds. Amongſt all theſe Coun- 
ties, there is 9.4, per pound difference inthe priſes of one place, 
(viz.) Lempſter, trom ſome other parts; but then again part of 
Suſſex and Surrey, Middleſex , Hertfordſkire, and ſome other 
Counties 2, d, 3. 4. per pound cheaper then the loweſt of the 
abovementioned Counties ; but then for Barkeſhire , Bucking= 
ham, Warwick,, Oxford, Leiceſter, IN nad —— 
| an 
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and Lincoln, part of Kent calle>&Kunmey XMarſh,moſt part of the 
laſt mentioned Caunties,and part of /r:ſh Wools is ſo proper for 
Workſted Stuffs , that all the world cannot be compared with jr. 
And hence it is, that the cares of our Anceſtors have been ſuch , 
(ever (ince King Edward the 3d. in moſt Kings Reignes) there 
have been ſome Lawes made or altered ,and in ſome Kings Reigns 
altered three or four times to make it effetnal: and for a memo. 
rial to futureGenerations,are theWool-packs in theLords Houſe 
in Weſtminſter for Seats,to put them in mind of what is the foun. 
dation of the Riches of the Kingdome, that it is by the various 
ſtreams of the Manufactures thereof, as formerly in the Front 
briefly binted fromthe Farmer to the Merchant, I ſhall now en. 
deavour to give ſome particular account how all are conſerved , 
And before I dothis, give me leave to infert theObſervation of a 
worthy Author Sir Walter Rawleigh,that I have met withal ſince 
the former Papers were Written,who ſaith, That,then which was 
in King 7a-nes's Reign, about fourſcore thouſand undreſt & un- 
dyed Cloaths yearly were Tranſported : wer it was evident 
that theKingdome bath been yearly deprived of about 400000.1, 
which in fifty five years is near 20 Millions,that would have been 
gained by the labour of poor Workmen in that time , with the 
Merchants gains for bringing in dying Stuffs, and returns of 
Cloaths dreit and dyed, with other benefits to the Realm, belides 
exceeding inlargeing of Traffick, and increaſe of Ships and Ma- 
riners, 

There would have been gained in that time, about three Milli- 
ons by increaſe of Cuſtoms upon -Commodies returned for 
Cloaths dreſt and y a , and for dying Stufts which would have 
been more plentifully brought in and uled for the ſame. 

There hath been alſo Tranſported inthat time yearly,by Bayes, 
Northern and Devonſhire Kerzyes white , about 50000, Cloaths 
counting three Kerſyes to a Cloath , whereby hath been loſt a- 
bour five Millions by thoſe ſorts of Cloaths , in that time which 
would have come to poor Work-men for their labour , with 
Cuſtoms for dying Stuffs, and the peoples profit for bringing 
them in with returns of other Commodities andFraights for ſhip: 


PUNE» 
Bayes are Tranſported white into Amſterdam, and being there 
dyed 
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ed into Spain, Portugal,and other King- 
domes, where they are told in the name of Flem: Bayes, ſetting 
their own, Town Seals upon them, ſo that we loſe the very name 
of our home-bredCommodities,and other Countrys gerthe Re- 

ation and Credit thereof, Lamentable it is that this Land 
ſhould be deprived of ſo many above- mentioned Millions WO 
that our Native Commodities of Cloath, ordained of God for 
the natural Subjects, being ſo Royal and rich in it ſelf, ſhould be 
driven to ſo ſmall advantage of Reputation &Profit to your Ma- 
jeſty and People , and ſo much improved and intercepred by 
——__ z conſidering that God hath enabled and given your 
Majeſty power to advance dreſling and dying, and Tranſporting 
all your Cloaths within a year or two: I ſpeak it knowingly, t6 
ſhew how it may be done Jaudibly, lawfully, and approved to be 
Honourable, feaſeable,and profitable. 

He obſerves alſo the increaſe of his MajeſtiesCuſtoms, by bring- 
ing in and ſpending of dying Stuffs, as alſo ſtrength in ſhipping, 
& ſerting ſo many thouſands of poor on an fete noting that in 
the Low-Countrys,where theſe Cloaths are dreſt and dyed, they 
Atretch them to ſuch unreaſonable length , contrary to our Law, 
that they prevent and foreſtale our Markers , and croſs the juſt 

rohibition of our State and Realm, by their Agents,and FaRors, 

[ving in divers places with our ownCloaths, to the great decay of 
th:sKin dome in general,6e diſcredit to ourCloaths in particular, 
Again, he adds, that if the accounts were truly known, it would 
be found that they make not clear profit only by Cloath Tranſ.- 
ported rough , undreſt , and undyed, fixty thouſand pounds a 
yearz bur'it is molt apparent your Majeſty, in your Cuſtoms , 
your Merchants in their Sales and Prizes ; your SubjeRts in their 
Labours, for lack of drefling and dying z your Ships and Mari- 
.ners in not og in of dying Stuffs, ſpending of Alum(ifnot 
Copper as ) are hindered yearly near a Million of pounds: So that 
Trade is driven to thar great binderance of your Majeſty and 
People , by permitting your Native Commodities to pals rough, 
undreſt, and undyed. Thus Sir Walter Rawleigh. 

Now if it was thus with England ſo long agoe, when the Wool 
was ſpun and made here into ſubſtantial Cloath ; and that for 
want only of drefling and dying , many Millions were loſt to the 
King and Kingdom ; What then uu been the loſs of ſo _ 
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thouſand Packs of Wool exported ( without any improvement ;, 
eſpecially that to France, the conſequence of which is more pre- 
judicial (as hath been demonſtrated ) rhan can be imagined (ac- 
counting but one hundred. pounds dammage by one Pack of 
Wool, ) of which there are no leſs than ten thouſand yearly, if 
not much more exported , by which there is dammage a Million 
of pounds fterling, yearly to this Kingdome, ( beſides the ſuffer - 
ing of the Poor tor want of Imployment ) out of which his Ma- 
jelties dammage cannot be leſs then 100000. pound yearly: The 
leflening of Shipping, and diſcouragement of Mariners ; 
= = ls of this Kingdome hereby deſerve alſo to be conſi- 
ered. 

Next then to his Majeſtyes loſs , is that of the Merchant, and 
Cloathier , after which muſt follow detriment to all other per- 
ſong depending on Trade, there being ſuch a Connexion of 
Trades one to another, and (the whole of Trade being enlarged 
by the abounding of Laborious People. Thoſe ſupply the Far- 
mers and Graziers with money, for you to ſupply the Geary, 
They again ſcatter it amongſt the Tradeſmen , as may be wit- 
nefled by the building of the City of London , how Proviſion and 
all Conſumptive goods are advanced by it: by which circulation 
all degrees are either imployed , enriched ,-or both , and hence 
naturally comes. Content, Harmony , and Pleaſure, one in ano=- 
ther z the Poor being by Imployment delivered from fear of 
want, the Gentry, Merchant, and Tradeſmen, by the eſtabliſh. 
ment of Trade therein, This Rationally is the {ſtrength of an 
People,Poverty and Idlenefs brings their ſhame and Ruine,which 
would unavoidably follow waat of Trade. And ſo much the more, 
where the. greateſt Trade hath been ; if it fails, the greater Po- 
verty is and will be, And to inſtance , ashere, in London , the 
Trade in Proviſion is the more , ſo by Conſequence it mult be 
dear, and ſo beſt for all; ſo of the other hand , ifthe City, 
thould be forced to keep ſo many thouſands, whenall rheir work. 
is done, as,is now inthe Building , it would be a great burden : 
{0 the caſe is in Englaudin this particular , where great Trade 
'rave been formerly kept, and drawn ſeveral Families thither,and 
have raiſed Commodities there; but when it fails, it is a miſera- 
be tate and condition thoſe places arein, To return, in On 
there, 


(1 
there is ſuch.Connextion and + 7 AR one upon another in 
England, that if one fail , allthe reſt more or leſs , - either more 
near, or remotely are concerned; as in the natural body, when a- 
ny member fails , the whole ſufters thereby ; and as all Trades 
and degrees of men may ſuffer by one miſtake in Trades, and in 
none more probably. I will ſay then this of Wool 3 as Mer- 
chants,Artificers, Farmers, Sea-men, Fiſher-men, being the peo- 
* ple, which by their ſtudy and labour do principaly.,- it not only 
bring in, or give occaſion to the _—_— of wealth to the Na- 
tion, and other kind of people (vz.) Nobility, Gentry, Lawyers, 
Phyſicians, Schollars of all forts, Shop-keepers are they that re- 
. ceive fromtheſe, and diltribute it again, and all are conſequently 
. concerned inthis richTreafure of Wool, becauſe this being a Ma- 
nufatture at home , ſets more hands at work than half the Nati- 
- On, 
' * May I not with modeſty and within Compaſs, fay three parts of 
Laborious and Induſtrious people? conlidering that moſt of the 
ſhipping is imployed in this affair, and alſo ſo many Trades that 
depend immediarly upon this of Cloatbing , that moft of other 
Trades are but for Proviſion , either in Food or Conveniencies 
; for Cloathing : and ſo from his Majelty to the meaneſt , all are 
more or leſs concerned , The King moſtly 3 -not only in that his 
zople are by that moſt imployed and provided for , nor in that 
facha Staple Trade, the like whereunto the world hath not with 
- good Advantage thereby is maintained, but becauſe fo great 
a Revenue comes direaly into him upon the Trade, occaſioned 
; thereby : Thus as the King gains, or ſuffers moſt, ſo the perſons 
thathave the greateit Eſtates or Trades, and fo all proportion- 
ably to the Beggar. And alſo conſidering that an accuſtomary 
rhing begers ſuch. an habir that is hard to reduce , as in our 
rough and undreſt Cloath to Holland, (9 it will be with all our 
ManufaRtures 'in France; nay I am informed that the French. 
hath not only impoſed a great Tax upon our Woollen Manu- 
facures, from twenty to forty per cent,but have alſo(as is affirm- 
ed, beſide that their impoſition ) abſohurely prohibired our 
Cloaths - coming there. am the more large in the demonſtration 
© ofthis affair, not only becauſe this hath coſt me many years la- 
bour and ſtudy to conſult all ſorts of concerned perſons , be- 
ſides 
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lides mine own experier.ce abour it z r.or becauſe it is ſo hard to 
convince people of the meanſt capacity,but ſome of the wiſer ſort, 
bow to cure this diſmal malady : which ſome deſpairing of, have 
rather thoughts of ſetting up ſome other ManutaQture in Lieu of 
endeavours to prevent the exportation of Wool andManuſatur- 
mg of that at home , I_—_ thereon as a thing not to be over. 
come,(as that of Linnens in ſome capable patts of Englazd) and a 
better jmprovement in the produtt of ſorrein plantations, which 
may alſo be fet upon together herewith as an addition; fo as ſeye. 
ral ſorts of perſons may be ſer better on work , not capable of 
this employment, and yet no prejudice to this of Cloathing : for 
all other Countryes have the advantage of England, or are equal 
ro us in other Manufactures proper to their Tountreys, but not in 
this of Cloathing:and it will be found that all Trades in England, 
wholly diſtin trom this of Cloathing, bring not the tythe of ad. 
vantage that this doth, ; 

Since men cannot rationally believe the effteRts to be greater 
than the cauſe, the molt of  & ManufaQtures either is in being, 
or brought to uſe , by the ManufaQtures of Wool ; even from 
the Farmer to the Merchant all are concerned in this of Wool , 
as may hereafter more appear. It now remains that we ſum up 
Englands loſs by the exportation of ourWool to Forrein Parts, 
not only in the — we might have by the Manufactureing 
thereof, bens in England, as formerly noted , but alſo inthe im- 
porting af Dutch Cloath , and more in French ManufaQtures , 
becaule England improves not their own Wools, and of the hu- 
mour of Engliſh peoplezin putting ſuch a value upon French fan- 
cies, aha nkives are in a better capacity', if improved, to 
produce the like, or better, and fave the following ſums. 

1. One Million of pounds Sterling yearly , in the Exportati- 
on of our Wool, 

2, Five hundred thouſand pounds in rough Cloath , which is 
but half what Sir Walter Rawleigh obſerves in his time, 

One hundred thouſand pound yearly, in Importing French 

Manufactures ſuperfiuous. 

4. Many thouſand pounds in Importing Dutch Cloath, 
5. And laſtly,the evil conſequences thereofin loſeing ourShip- 
ping, which would be encouraged thereby,& are the {trength - 
walls 


- after. 
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Walls of our Kingdome, as more particularly doth appear bere- 


Having now diſcovered the dammage, it is to England, inthe 


+ Tranſportation of Wool from the King to the meaueſt , 7 ſhall 


endeavour alſo to diſcover rhe methods how it is dones and 
before I ſhall preſcribe Remedy -( for it is not enough ro know 
diſtempers, eſpecially ſuch that are ſo Conſumprive , Y- it is re- 
quiſite to know the cauſe of thoſe diſtempers z, or elſe the ſup- 
poſed Remedies will in time. come to be a diſeaſe , as it is too 
much in this caſe at this day in England: where the cauſes are 
miſtaken, the Remedies are conſequently mifapplyed, whereby a 
diſcaſe in ſuppoſition becomes one in effeiF; the methods or 
ways of this evil are---Firſt, in Kumny Marſh in Kent , where 
the greateſt part of rough Wooll is exported from England, purt 
aboard French Shallo bo night , ten or twenty men well armed 


"ro guard it ; ſome other parts there are, as in Sxſex, Hampſhire, 


and Eſſex, the ſame methods may be uſed, bur not ſo conveni- 
ently, The ſame for coombed Wool from Canterbury, they will 
carry it ten or fifteen miles at night towards the Sea , with the 
Ike guard as verore ;, but for other parts it mult be done partly 
by the Remiſneſs of the Officers of his Majeſties Cuſtoms, and 


' ealie Compoſition for the forfeitures of the Bonds , as more ſhall 


appear anon, 
And then for coombedWool in other parts,ſome is ſhipped off 
from London for Bales of Drapery ; nay ſome at Lie, and alſs 
at Exon, where there is ten thouſand pounds Sterling weekly 
laid out in the woollen Manufatury , which is moſt for Work - 
mens wapes : / know no place clear; and then another reaſon, 
why perſons are not detected, is, becauſe all the wools that have 
been taken in thoſe parts , where moſt hath been exported, 
have been ſuffered ro go off at the ſame places after Judgments - 
paſt, and by the Officers,to Qte ſame perſons at a low rate, bein 
under rated to thoſe very men that intended to ſhip it at firſt : ſo 
that the evil is never like to be avoyded that way ; only that 
which is taken, happily may be a Intle the dearer ,to keep theTrade 
going; for I have enquired, and cannot underſtand, but of two 
parcels of wool that have been ſeaſed on in Kent, that have been 
uſediin England, but all ſent away, and ſo his Majeſtics provi- 
dence 
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dence is cheated , who keeps Servants at great Wages to prevent 
ſuch abuſes. 

And then another cheat is under a pretenſe of wool from 
Hampton, to the Iflands of Ferſey and Gernſey,& ſometimes from 
other parts which is againſt the Law , for there1s no wool to be 
exported to thoſe Iſlands, but only from Hampton , and that by 
Law ſhould be by weight: but now it goes by groſs, by the pack 
when it ſhould weighed, but I believe nor one pack in ten is 
weighed , for three packs is put into one, Then from /reland, 
which is the greateſt miſchief of all ro England), and much in. 
creaſed ſince the AR was in' force agairit Cattel , the 7riſ 
wool can be ſold as cheap in France, Holland, and Flanders , as 
it is in thoſe places where wool is uſed in England, which is a 
great augmentation to us of prejudice for Foreiners to- have 
our wool ſo cheap as we in England, baving other conveniencies 
to underwork ns as formerly hinted. The wayes there mult be by 
the careleſsneſs of the Officers, in not taking ſolvant ſecurity and 
exaneſsin the weight of wool, and true examination of the re. 
turns of their Certihcates, and partly by caſte compolitions, if 
not before bonds are forfeited, and happily much combed Wool 
there packt up as before, as bailes of Cloath, or barrels of Beef, 
and ſhiped as Iriſþ Cloath , and in all points ſo cunningly carry- 
ed, as they are ſeldome diſcovered , and never ſealed as the Sta» 
rutes in that caſe made and provided,do {trictly require. 


Here ſee what WW, $S. faith : Now to ſkey you more particular - 
ly theſe abuſes , how the Laws are croſſed and daily objbrutted to 
ſuch as endeavonr te ſerve their Country, by ſuch as ought to encou- 
rage the proſecutors z ſure there will be very many prattiſes of evil 
conſequents diſcovered; for firſt m the Cuſtom- Houſe , where 
bonds are takn, to the intent that theſe probibuted Commodities paſs 
not by means of e Mariners out of the Nation , but only from Port 
t6 Port for accomodation of ſuch parts as want ſuch Commodities, 
they are very Remiſs and careleſs in taking of the Sea-mens diſ- 
charge of their Obligatory Conditions ,, where alſo it is ujual with 
the Sea-men to w_ fradulent Certificates , and ſo to cheat the 
Kings Providence, who kgeps Servants at great wages purpoſely to 

ws Bonds, 


yer 


prevent ſuch abuſes; or if there be a regular retirn of t 


SN ” 9 WY — YY MY as 


( 


h < 19) 
yet there is commonly 4 fraudulency in giving them, for the Maſter; 
- of ſhips will ſo continue their , 4s be who is Maſter at giv- 
: Med! a immediacy als Bt. 


ing the Bonds, and is legally 

tereſt to another man, who taking charge ofthe Veſlel and Voy- 
age , is notwithitanding not- engaged in the Poart Bond ; 
therefore, neither'is he accomptable for breach of their condui-+ 
on, again, when the Port bonds are juſtly taken, and as | ly re - 
turned; yet to prevent the true and real deteition of the offender. 
and to diſhearten the legal proſecutor , ſome friends of the off euder 
wall clap an information againſt bim, purpoſely to hinde? and devere 
others , and.ſoon after will lexthe Proſecution fall at his pleaſure ; 
nay, it hath been ſaid, and peradventure not nnjuſtly,that ſuch pre- 
venting informdtions have been antidated to the over-throw of the 
regal mformation ;_ but when all-is granted , and a full and formal 
hearing , and deere paſſed to the juſt condemnation of the offender : 
Yet when judgments and inquieries are granted, and do w.thant er» 
rours of the Clarks , ( which i not always,) wmpower the Shersff's 
and their Bayliffs to ſee Execution « 8; made z it is fanaliar 
with thoſe O fficers to return anon eſt inventus ,»vr 4 mortus eſt , 
viz, Not tobe found, or dead, even then when the'O fenders and the 
O ſfcers have been known to be drinking together, at that very time 

the Writ ſhould have been execnted. | 


ter all this, one ſtep farther will ſhew how charrety it ſelf a- 
Ws aſtice z for i y.7þed former {nl be wAR and 
be canaid, and clear , and that the Law be indeed juſtly and legally 
executed; the offender in cuſtody , and nothing remaining , but 
that he honeſtly diſcharge hiasſelf with money , ſeeing Bail will not 
be admitted; nevertheleſs upon a lamentable Petition, and'urging 4 
great charge of Children t0 the Bench , the Offender is # ualy ad- 
mitted to compound for Ten in the Hundred, or leſs, when by hu 
offence he hath gained a Hundred for Ten, or more , and peradvent» 
thre bath undone a hundred Famelies or more in ſo doing : Tet all 
this while the howeſt Proſecutor , the only man that appears for the 
good of bis Commtry , who ought by the Law to have:the full wy 0 
and advantage of the Law gratis, ut being enough that he || i 
thme for the promotion of the Pe , after it hath coſt him _ 
ver. 


Hal preat ms money ,& 
ary to T L + 1am mt 4s 
on, uith ſs he be rewarded withthe 
Surely they who made theſe Lawes fer the benefit of themſclres 
and their own Country , did intend a more current and juſt paſſage 
towards them , than thus to be obſtrutted and baffeled. 
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ay a it ws Recorded , that a 

"man. did himſelt injuſtice by hazarding his Wiſdome :nd 

_ for the beaefit of his m__ ; and therefore ſome have noe 
to wrye that Cuſtoms and Im 

meh be nos away from hoe ſt Fx batardons T rades and 

rers, and be put upon litigions Suits at Law , and ſach as 

makg benefir of their corrupt breath , that is to ſay upon ſuch Laws 


Jers as abuſe their Clyenss, hb malisions Clyents as abuſe the 

name” of- . | Nor « the Loſs in theſe 

/ by rhe pation all the injury , "but when honeſt men well 
«Ar 10 the good of their Conntry, do deve it theſe Carerpillers 

Commun-wealch , who make ſo vaſt gain , as hath been denote 
won the wePnl ted , when they do endeavour 
heb cokrſe ge _ ay ——_ the = 
ſhed; - ſo marry are the evaſions , ſuch combinations 

mtereſt apray> (Lab oe who ought to puniſh the Q fender 5, ſuch 

fawnr have they in C e, and deceptions in the Return 

of Wrics, and in and As ements as the 


or moſt itruſted in Tyr 


ent all rheſe inconveniences, it cannot be done without 
ration of ſome Laws , which is an At of Kare; and 1 
00 preſume his Majeſty doth already, and the Parliament will al - 
ſo confiderof it ; as to accept of awy helps thac maybe contfi- 
bured to them. In ſhort, Famof opinion, charif four things 
were done, rhere world be in a few moneths ſuch an alterarion, 
which , if Tſhould now inſert, would be Incredible : yer I ſhall 
hint it; 4, To revive ſome former AR made in Parliament for 


, and Toles and Taxes 
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«certain ſeaſon; 33 in the 4th; of H, and revived thrixe af - 
corenrds, which woe deve nada che here ed we 
whe a/vere 9 (opener want pace : Aſe- 
cond is,, for all perioas ta be accomptable becauſe 
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tance for thoſe perſons, andto give as.it Port. 
to Port, then being the ſame ba _— RS bbs 


lieland, 20. lave.it config'd t< convenient Ports 
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own Inxeg nor Mercenary men 
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no Cloathing is, it would þe requiſue for aScre-ouſe Fr al 

parcels of Wool, and a Bond given that *none be 

nets which is of fo eminent ans by ear 

the: Dwieb, , 10 be profit 40 the publick,,, of 

pounds Sterling per emma 4 and t9 inftance one caſe. Sir Wal» 
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Andifs Bond is fo atlyantegeous 
never = A Ss 
ſuch 
and — be of fach a ud Commoda nodiy ao ont 
would enrich Englgne mote than-I will now $0 ACCOUnt. 


I may add a fifth, which is, that there may be a ſhort and 
quick Tryal of Offenders, and that in ſach place as the Offender 
may have leaſt oppertunity for Evalions. 


We will conclude the whole with a ſhort ſurvey-of ſomepar- 
ticular Immunities which Cloathing hath confer 4 
with which the glory of it extends to the very utmoſt inhabi 

parts of the world, and without which, the Ark of Gods mercy, 


and the glory of this Land is hike ro depart,” 
E7's D 2 Firſt, 
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EAT (#2) ; 
Firſt, the react -of Cloabing to England in Manufacture” 
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as well as in Materials (which muſt x thouſand times repeat Eng- 
lands gratitude to the nuemory of that ever fenowned King" F4- 
ward the Third) hath produced ſach opulent and magnificent 
ſocieties of Mercharits, asthe whole wortd cannot again demon- 
ſtrate, thar is to ſay, firſt, the Merchant\Adventurers Company, 
whoſe Governonrs , Meſilent, Conſults, and the like chief Offi- 
cers are not of leſs eſteem, where'they pleaſe no ſear theraſelves, 
then are the Relidentiartes'of the greateſt Princes , and ſo much 
the note Cordial is ans | &s each mans profit leads his 
affe&ion beyond his Reverence ts publick Embaſſies ; becauſe 
Proximity to a mans perſona} intereſt ſits nearer in his thoughts 
then when he is involved'in the publick concernment, 

This Company bath by their Policy and Order , ſupplanted 
thoſe focietjes of the -Hance Towns” ('as they arecalled.) who: 
vendingan-inconſiderable number of Cloarhs; 'and ar low rates, 
did 'never-the leſfs account Enxlavd obli d to them for their 
»arkers and Shipping : 'Whereas''at' this day the Merchant Ad- 
venturer do utter ten times as many Cloaths Annually in che 
ſame Markets at far better row ;"And in anſwer to the ſhip- 
ping which England had in thoſe times: from thoſe Countreysat 
dear entertainment, this Trade of Cloathing, and this particulay 
Company of Merchants, have furniſhed the Navy Royal from 
time0 time, and upon all occaſions with fuch ſtrengrhs as they 
have not feared, if they have not awed the [greateſt Naval Forces 
ſayling upon the Ocean , hethat may have the favour to pernſc 
their Records, ſhall find whar ne: Service they did tor 
their Country in-the year Fighty-Eight , ang fince upon all mie. 
litary occaſiqns wherein this Nation hath been embroyled with 
any other: | 

ext, the *Eaſt-Land Company hath planted the Trade of 
Cloathing all about the Baltick Seas , which at this day imployes 
many Warlike Ships, and gives at great increaſe of Marriners to 
the no ſmall-growth of England: ſerch at Sea." 

The Muſcovia Company have diſcovered the paſſage by 'the 
North Cape, and the great Trade of Greenl-1d, what wealth oc- 
curs to England by the Turky and Eaft- India Y, is not 
cali; to be numbered, their ſhipping alſo being as ftrong,. and 


rich 


(22) 
rich as any that ſwim upon the Seas. How one of them hath by 
= trade of Cloathing only engrofſed all manner of wealth com- 

from the Levant- Seas ; And how the other of them hath 
eſtabliſhed the rich Trades of Silks, Spices, Jewels, cc." In the 
Moms vs parts of the world, is by all Admired ; , though by none” 
to be valued, and what ſtrengr of ſhipping theſe rwo Compa- 
nyes have produced, as they have been wonderful , fo they have 
been formedabte ro all Nations : what Contra the Cloath- 
ing Trade with Lo enfoy = Fronce, - 
tin power , is by tho Coir Is 
by England found wy great ſecyriry : And as theſe — 
b ſlings have befallen E-gland by the'Trale'of Cloat 
litickly and ye rkdently 4 drawn into Sgcieties,” Co 
Corporations;ſo the looſeTranſaRtions of ſrade/ in orher fo 
Comnrenyy. _ 31a [crabs et at 'Sed'z/ as (were it or 
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yernment hath not once been heat | | 
Again, If pops "i 97 e hy richneſs of Trade berwekis 
wary Kevin any nces of Merchandifes-, 


er t nor Fits, tor Wits, tor Spited\,' nor 
Bullion it dere 6r all other Counts oy ee gr of 
its own, or can in, proportion equalize £n iCloat 
Food, Shipping Fu of Propees and TEN SO} oh 


, 
*905 3777 gmt r7 


ets ro Serta En gland! - may be en- 


About the Manufattureing of Wool. 


Hat-this rich Treaſure ir it ſelf, of far more worth thart 
f the Golden Mines of India to og , is ſo much de. 
ed, or adulterated inthe ManufaQtureing there. 
= of by many of þ Menaly2ocs one preg wooting 

others principles of honeſty ,- rhe Laws in that caſe bein 

fa mackneghetted in England, and want of ſome new Laws for 
the hew Drapers , hath. occaſioned the woollen ManufaRure to 
be reridered contemptible both at home and abtoad,and ſo much 
the more, or the rather, becauſe the Dutch, Flemins , (and it is 
feared in time the Frencb alſo ) do by care and-induſtry indea., 
vour to excel our Engliſh, the cond, e is to loot our 
Engliſh Trade,and this principally þy a liberty taken,ſo that ho- 
neſt and conſdentious perſons come- to dammage by ſome 0. 
thers falſe way of gains,/ according to Mr. Childes third head in 
that of Trade ,-and Intereſt, - that- the [Advantage the Darch 
haye of us in all their Native Commodities is their exaQtneſs, by 
which meanes their creait'is ſo , that it is raken by its contents , 
(and oursnot) which is very advantageous, which is done by the 
qualifications of thoſe perſons that have the overlight , and are 
intruſted in that affair, which is not done in England, but gene- 
rally the contrary, Oy 


In general all States and Common- wealths are ſupported by two 
providential works ( viz.) Reward and Puniſhment , for as no 
Law cgn compel men to be corporally laborious, or ſtudios in knows 
ledge & liter ature unleſs rewards be annexed to all ſuch compulſion, 
.. ſo no providence can attend the preſervation of profitable deſpgues , 


eithr 


b, 
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richer in Learning or Trade , | "wn prniſhments be enjoyned: 
icero 


This opinion that profound Senater etk from Solon , 

- one of the ſeven wiſeGrecians,and the only man of them which gave 
Lawes , andthis o rhe nip Ave frail Eftate of men and Navi. 
ons, that unlefs thry be as well encouraged in thier endeavonrt, "as 
puniſhed in their miſdemeanors , they will ſpeedily become Libor 
tines, and ruin all as is too too much feared in this caſe in Ea d 
at this day', ani at before abour the Wool , ſo the working for he 
greateſt part bath beer confined to England this three ed 
years , and wilt theſe late years bas been'ſs preſerved , bythe- , 
diligence of Poor Officers as bave been ordained and 
carefully to ſee the Manufattures nnder thoſe rules which #be 
Laws have provided for their perfectiony- and ſeeing this Nation 

p God peculzayiſed in theſe two bleſſings (viz, ) Wools and Ma- 
us 


nujaftures, and throueh the vii of tts Monarches ſafe guar 
r a Laws, that the Dads > wer fo might not be re nc 
edby the praftices of Foreimers 4 their ancient providence exabts 
from the preſent age the ſame preſervation (a before inthe Wool) 
that the Dutch do not nnder mme ws out of all. Again , we may 
be taught by their diligence, who though they have few or nonatrve 
Commnhnre uu ary rich and thriviag ; ( and we who have all , 
are poor and ng at leaft the Country) who ſpare'no attendance 
in overſeting and ſearching the true makging of their Mann- 
failures as , for their exaFineſs, giving therefore power aud 
Commizſions to perſons of mere. than ville} werth among ft them 
( whom they call cure or care Maſters) to ſee every thin — 
ro the Law; and wherever they: find a defett, loy wy Ys 

upon the Cloath , which firſt u recompenſed by a fine to the State 
fir abuſing the Laws , and afterward remams to admoniſh the 
buyer, who thereby may gnardþu purſe; and in caſe the Cloathier 
be abuſed by any of bu Work folly be checks his dammage upon 
the true offender in bis wages, Neowin England there is fo much 
the we; that many perſons take liberty for want of «regular 


or legal courſe followed, either for time or in working; there 


14 not any of the Relations to Cloathing doth oſerve ſuch an 
exalt rule of Apprentiſhip ( which is not the leaft cauſe that rhe 
Muanattxres of Wool are ſo abuſtvely and decepriouſly made 'm 
England ) notwithſtanding #4 is enjoynedin very Arith and penal 
| þ Aon 


wianntr by the Statute Lawts; the chnef meonvemencesof whis), , 
”, that t cg eneral in uſe ,' and maintenance of even num. 
berleſs. Families , doth by its own vaſt exorbancy convert into Cor - 
ruptrens, and ſo theſe great multitudes of people become giſcredited, 
beggened, and finally ruined , tothe deſtruction of themſelves and 
bg. IN ation which gave them ſogreat a B leſſing. | 
' 1; Andther prejudice and not the leaſt, u, that the Nation which 
huh given thembeing , and inveſted them with ſuch materials ſor 
' Cldathing , is diſhonered by falſe and abuſroe works : nd it i; pot 
Alittle ſcandal to that Nation which God hath pertic»la7ly encow- 
ed with thoſe ble ſings which others want , when its people ſhall di- 
vert theſe good things which God bath beſtowed wpen' it raevil and 
deceptious praitiſes ; In this conſideration it 15 bſeroable(by ſome) 
how little comparitrvely is the Drunkgnneſs of thoſe Countrys which 
product Wines, and wherein lies their perſonal riches , and ther 
Nations} Honour , though their. other fins may ſufficiculy ſwell , 

if #ltimate account ; yet dewbrle[s it ſtrengthens their laſt Apo. 
jy fies that the abuſe not that endowment which God hath made 
the oFs4g inal of their Being and Subfiſtance, 

Another conſideration 1s , the Cheat it puts pen all the world , 
for though every Country hath not the benefit of the Adanufaiture 
i themſelves , yer are there few of them condemned to ſuch igno- 
rance as not to diſcern the Couzenage which falſe Cloathing puts 
upon them, in which caſe to the aforeſaid dsſhener they add a curſe, 
and it was 4 chief care in Jacobslpradtiſe for a Bleſſing , that he 
turned it not into a Curſe ; bow much more is this of conſideration, 
.wher the bleſſung comes by gift ,. and not by. deſign or procure- 
ment, 

And further, great nay be the thought of heart, when the ſins of 
falſe Lucre and Covetuonſneſs (which is Oy are in full pur- 
ſuance of ſuch as have the full plenty to make weight. and meaſure , 
yet make. it tht Art of their prattiſes as well as the pratiſe of their 
Art, to Cozen both the wije aud weak,: It can be no great wonder, 
nor without abundance of preſidents., if God for fins + ſuch: wilful- 

meſs remove his bleſſings", (with which this Natun is pecutiarly 
enriched and dignified, ) and give them to a people which will ren- 
der him 4 better, more juſt, and more profitable account of bis T a- 
lent ; and its 10 news , that though England be by the — 

c 
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people the other for W__. and chit, being Gxed ns 
where, becauſe their labour ; will not MANA themſelves , much - 
leſs F arlics : For who will uſt a workian ; iwbo bath neither shiff 
nor. Creaur, w NT one that hath beth? 
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The ready way to teftifie abuſes toi Q 


compare them with the rules of the Law ing. vert or 
which there is Law , ( and new Laws are wanting) 
nevertheleſs bolds not id all points. For dared the Law 


powers the Merchants and Drapers to ve theif own Searchers , 
eee to puniſh the Cloathiers barks. pt Gnd bis works h 
; and ſo dep io , to the no fing ce 
hot 6 Retayling-Buyer is nor obs, brag ook þ the Dri- 
her t ſell to him faults, for he was before paid 
the Cloathier , the Merchants do the fame , by caufing 
Cloathiers co bring bring their Many gies lacy! SEN RK 
vate Ware- Houſes, where thei 
upon-ſcarching the Ca, rr b irvdeadf yr 
for for which ng, have r rable abatements, —_ along; a- 
do pradtiſe all fra ulent wayss they ca co barrer and _— 
e.thoſe_ faults away , without ing wy afen 
them, 1 ſpeak not of all but [ome , hook Witte 
be detected, yet find they means to faverheir pl pert 
Nation ſuffers in honour, and the Laws are 4 ro Foreiners, 
who ſtain the Juſtice of the Nation with ry wt and fraud. 
Trus it is, "ay it che erherlands , where their is as 
piercing, as their praQtice 1s common , they (even every yd 
do ſearch with diligence, and make the themſelves reparations, 
to the Merchants Meat Joks , arid ſo in' courſe to the Cloathiers 
andy nas - Bur in all this, the Srate remains much diſho- 
noured by the ſcanda), and rob'd P thoſe Fines which the Lawes 
2 in 


(. 
at, do give $0 Slick Revenpe,, Which if shey 
| d,, would: render a-valt gain to 
> a.general Reformation. + 
cauſes why Mapufact " [1 Cloathing, 
CE dd ule of the Drapers and 


and «l., yet the hs Foo of he reme- 


Policy in atid executing the 
fn anos th which inſtance tor 
dz. for: the Merchants and Drapers de able Scar- 
her of the abuſes, joe th are not competent reformers of the, 
grievances, becauſe they are intereſted in participating of thoſe 
Kaines _ the faults occaſion and intend, Therefore it is re> 
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ar ig voor of the world as the 
| gre Hot roy knowledg,ike the Dutch, who mate 
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| rene Antierit Signature upon motiey, was x Sheep , 
r gpſetred.thge Mereandizes were the cauſe of mo- 
no. greater. Merclandize than arg-from 
isevigent , that there Isnorhing more requiſke ro. 
ns ing this Nation (whoſe peculizt bleffing reſts ih 
wa than, trigtl to eg the ManufaQtures tp the wir arſd 
rae prone ore juſt making 3 and that the Laws be un+ 
ally EXec ond i ir being apparenx. that this Nation ran- 
oe on rich v.53 4conſtaht NE ence > is hepa nor caf 
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vidently give advantage to the Durch : whereas 27 perfiftion in 
the making of Cloaths in England, will capacitarethe &ngliſh ro. 


(31). ary 
from, its Corruption, or England nwlt be poor. It is therefore , 
he Yap Rich bole the Woot, andthe ro-" 


undegfel the Datch, . .. :Vck's 
. Nowfor 'a true” Refofmarion and Repularion of rhoſe dams” 
mages that haye befallen Enclard , by the falſe and deceptious' 
ManufaRuting of Wools,. and to brin the Trade to its ptimi- 
tive worth; we muſt rightly underſtand the cauſe of thoſe de- 
fe &, or elſe ed Nox perbuiby wen ee: * at | 
bur the contrary ; the ſuppo ry wi wo fie” 
diſeaſe. The principle or grand cauſe'of alkour miſtt yin les ſe; 
things formerly ſpoken to both in Tranſportation oft Woot,” arid” 
the bad ManufaQturing thereof , is by that diviſion in Trade , 
both in Merchant and” Cleathier , by which mcanes it falls duc. 
that by the conſequence of one mans fingle At, a thouſand per- 
ſons may be undone 3 this I have obferyed in ſeyeral perſons” in 
this Kingdome , 'and I kriqw no way {6 ble t9 prevent (ar 
leaſt ſome of that miſchief) as by; incorporating the 'Manu-" 
fatures, and faithfulneſs therein; as witneſs Norwich ,” and Cole- 
cheſter ; the miſery is edn f- 2D _ in ne which is of ne- 
cefiiry a Union, as ret ,| and more liberry ty a Law 
for ſome in matters 'of Conſcience , fot cortpulfion Ac never” 
make that unity as'the Law of that Relation doth require; in'this * 
as in all others things , ro do to others, as we wonld Bave wthers dy 
wnto ws, Which is the Royal Law of Heaven) The great and mit” 
inducement to theſe rwo things, as reafen (if we will have 
Trade) to obſerve the Dutch in both theſe things; as wot the leaſt 
cauſe of their riches, ( ary'p. bo of their own'growth com- 
paratively with England) #re a Rieh people, and math by 
our Commodities , whillt we' ate diſputing whether it be good 
for us: And I cannot paſs by what I havebeard of the Folhes of 
the Indians , that will part with a rich Treaſure for a Triflez fo 
we are to the \Datch'and Fraxth by Their policies and circum- 
venting praftices, which 'Uraw from us','and-ſtill cover- ro ex- 
hauſt che Wealth and Coyrie'of this Kingdome , 'and ſo with one. 
Commodity (as formerly rhe Wool) co-weaken us, and finally 
dea, 
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beat us out of our Trades in other Countreys, and thus they de 
(eſpecially the Dutch) more fully obtain their purpoſes by their 
convenient priv and ſectled conſtitutions , by whichthey 
draw multitudes of Merchants to Trade with them, and many 0- 
ther Nations to inhabit amongſt them, which makes them p6pu- 
loy't and there they make Store-Houſes of -all Forein Commo- 
dities, wherewitch upon every occaſion of Scarcity and Dzarth , 
they are able to furniſh Foreiners with plenty of rhoſe Commo. 
dities, which before in.time of _ they _ & brought 
home from the.lame y which doth greatly a Power 
and Treaſure to their Srocks, befides the Common in.ſet- 
4-5 ugng work, as in ſeveral particulars mentioried by 


1. By having in their greateſt Conneils of State and Warr , 
Tradeing Merchants that lived abroad in meſ} parts of the 
world, whe bave nat only the T heoretical kpowledg , but the Pratt;- 
cal Experience of Trads;thy whom Laws & Orders are contrived, 
and Peace with Farcin Princes projeited , to the great advantage 
of their Trade. 

7; Their Law of Gavel-kind , whereby all their Children poſe 
ſeſs an equal ſhare of their Fathers Eſtates after their Deceaſe ,* 
and ſo are not left to wreſtle with the World in their Touth , with 
inconſid:rable afſiftance of Fortune, as moſt of our youngeſt Sons of 
a =2apdag and 47, who are bound Apprentices to Mer 
c . 

. 3+ Their exalt making of all their Native Commodities. 

4. Their giving great encouragement aud mumunities tothe in- 
venters | of new Manuf attures ,- aud the diſcoverers of any new 
Myſteries in. Trade , and to thoſe that ſball bring the Commodzties 
of other N ations for ſb in uſe and pratiice among ſt them, for which 
the Anther never goes without hus due reward allowed bim at the 
pablick, charge. wo 

$.. They contriving and building of great Shigs to ſaple with 
ſmall char pions any aber What we are at for Ships of the 
ſame burthen i England. compelling their ſaid Ships (be- 


mg prom cy ng Fleets, to which in all time of * 
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"6. Their pacing an chrif living , whith it ſo 1x19 aor- 
\ rol a Merchant foe. + thouſand pond Eftate 
with them, will ſcarce ſpend pnach per annum - as meof fiftten 
— Eſtate in London. 

7. TI" of” their Children ; a welt Daughters w 
Sons, 4 which be they of never ſo great _ Eftate , they 
always take tare to bring up to writs perfet# geod bands , and jo 
have the full kpowledge and CHEE he Merchants 


Accounts, © 

_- $. The lowneſs of their Cuſtoms ," and the of (hi) Ex- 
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